
Fred, Mcry Ann, Lindsey ond Jordsn
travel to

Norwoy
to see the sights ond

meet their Drongstveit cousins

June 10 - ?4,2OO9
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Lindsey, Jordsn, *lary Ann
Brede, l&ine Acrdslen (descerdents of GunnhiH Drongstveit)

Audun, f,fiory Ann, Salvi, Fred

Jordon (20), Lindsey (17), JoSindre (15)
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Boya ond Suppehelle glaciers are fingers of
Jostedalsbreen (the Jostedols 6lacier),
continental Europe's lorgest glocier.

6locier trivia
-6lacier ice is the lorgest reservoir of

fresh wqter on the Earth.
-Glaciers ore found in mountsin ronges of

eve?y continent except Austrolia.



HORDALAND
(Bergen, Hardangerfjord, Ssrfjord)

Is Lindsey showing her
new shoes fo Ole Bull?
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Bergen to Kvanndal along the Hardonger fjord
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Kvanndol to Kinsqn;il( on the Scrfjord



Ullensvong Hotel on the Sorfjord
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TELEMARK
(Dalen, &lorgedsl, Kvit eseid,Seljord, Notodden)

Mffi I(YRKJE.

Mo kyrkie er vigsla i 1839. Ticllegare stod det ei stai\rklc fti
1200- tdet. Bi storre restaurering vart giort i 1961.

\
Altartavla er fti stavkyrkia. Ho vart re$taurert avM4gnus

Lunde og olavJohre og mila av Finn Kraft, Henrik ssrensen 
'

os Harala Kihle. Knrsifikset er ffi om lag 1400, doypefonten

*ifte stavkyrkia, og tiosekruna er fu6'1766'

Pi lcvrkieearden er det ein minnestein over Torbiorg Ripilen'

h; ;* 6ad ffi Draumkv*det forMoltke Moe'

Mo church was consecrated in rgi9. Earlier there was & stave churchfrom the I20As. A large restoration was done in 1961.

The altar table is from the stave church..It was restored by MagnusLunde and olav Johre and painted by Finn Kraft, H**itt"rensen andHarald Kihle. The crucifix is from approximatery 1400, ihe baptismal fontis from the stave church, and the 
"uoal" 

chanderier is from 1766.

**:*f}n* *:l"i: a m3mgri{ I91e over rorbjorg Riplenwho sang from the Draumkvedet for Moltke Moe.

Mo wcs Bjorn's church ond the ploce
thot B.iorn and Siqrid were. mqmied.
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I vlpenhuset sttr det ein runestein, og uanfior kylkja, ved-lryrkiemuren, 
er det gapestokk og steinmer.

Klenodiar frl den gamle stavkyrkja: Knrsifiks er 12p'
Kristus bet kongekrune, altarbord ff renesansen . ."*.W
doypefonr Nokre mAla plankar har vore stavar i r.

The old stove church wos torn
down in 1837. The new church
wos consecroted in 1839 qnd
restored in 1959. Treosures
from the old church: crucifix
from the 1200s, sltcr tcble
from the Renaissonce, baptis-
mal font, ond some staves.
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If you look at the Dalen map, you see tlnee paths that continue on at the end of the

road to Midj6s. Midjes is at 520m elevation. The lower path continues up to about

600m and almost all the way to Langeli (anotherof our farms). If you walked along

at that same level you would evenhnlly get to Se{ehommen, ulhere you pick up

another path that takes you dourn to the main road. Maybe this was a short cut to the

church, avoiding the long steep backkack that we drove up to Mdjas.

Also, I<lokiag at Tveiten, there is a path that goes &om there to Seltveit and on to

Kvildi and the main road at Slettetveit. This looks more gentle than dropping

down that steep hill from Seljehommen to Haugeland.
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CA5T OF CHARACTERS
8 generotions

Sveinung Toroldsson BY GGLAND
I

Aonund Sveinungsson DRANGSTVEIT

Sigrid Aonundsdotter DRANOSTVEIT (sisters) Gunnhild Aonundsdotter DRANGSTVEIT
. Bjorn Thorstenson SLETTETVEIT + Johonnes Johonnesson AARDALEN

immigrated to Aherico remained in Norwoy

I
Theo Thorstenson Peterson

I
Ar chte Sherman Peterson

l l
Suzanne & Scoff Lindsev

/ltlary Ann 4 Jon Frederic Peferson Arnold. Kari Ester (KlePPe), Gerda. SolveQ,

| | Georg,Willy, Horry & (jell Aordolen;

| | lQrin LundebergTveit:

I I Kari Aardalen l4idtsund.

I
Aonund Johqnnesson Aordolen

I
Hjalmor Aonundsson Aordolen;

Ashifd Aonundsdott er Aordolen Lundeb erg:

Tarold Aonundsson Aordolen.

I
Salvi Kleppe Simones; Heine & Brede

Aardalen;

Krisfi tl4arie Tveit Diskerud:

Anne tl&arie tWidtsund Sf,vkket.

I
,To Sindre Simones;

Kristian 4 Tore Tveit Diskerud:

Ka r i a n n e tlrl i d tsu n d 5 t,vk ket.

Jordan, Alex, Katya

Peopfe whose ndm€s ore in italics were alive in June 2OO9 when Fred, Mory Ann, Jordon ond Lindsey visited Norwoy
ond met our relatives there for the first time.

People whose nomes ore underlined ore in our Norwoy 2009 photos,
Additionol descendents of Aonund Johonnesson Aordolen will be odded os we learn of them.

Prepared by Mary Ann Field, August 23,2009
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Gerda Aardalen, Kari Aardclan Kleppe
at the iAorgedal Ho?el
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Fred,

rot6I

The flcme burns in Morgedal dcy and night
in memory of Sondre Norheim ond the
Olympic ceremonies held in Morgedal.

The torch wqs lit in Morgedal for lhe Wintar Clympics in Osto (1952), Squaw
Valley (1960) and Lillehammer (1994). This was in honor of Sondre Norheirn,
who is known ss the "fsther of modarn skiing"" sondre redesigned the ski,
moking it nsrrower in fhe middle. He devefoped toe bindings from birch tree
roots thot incressed the mqnauverobility of skis and permitted fhem to be
used for dotarnhill, jurnping ond cross-counfry. He developed the Telemork
ond stem-christie furns. (named after Chrisfianio, now Oslo). Sondre qnd the
ii\orgedol skiers won mony prizes in Telemark and Christianis. fn the lote
1800's. our cousins. Olqv and Svainunn Drannstveit ut?"tap. nm.lnn +hnca <kipn<



ffi h;r ;;iifi,. fornity for generctions. sigrrid grew up here. she cnd
,ri,: her siblings. except Gunnhild, emigrrated fis yourig cdults, along with their prents.

Painting cf Bygrgland fsrm. iiorgedcl, before 18ffi. The

sfabbur (for right) wcs sold when bldgs *.€ teloqot.d. the bsrn and house were relocated on the Froperty'

Bodil Hauge (widow of our rela?ive,
Jon Hor.rge) dcughter, Nina (our cousin)

Gneat-gr"cndmother Sigrid was born
in this corner of the living room. At
the fime of frer binth, the house had
only this room. Hveryone slepf in it" painting of SiErid's boby hed



views from the King's stones

Brunkeburg Church near Morgedol
This wos Siqrid's church.



old Kviteseid church

li/tore Aordalen cousins
(stonding) Annemarie,her daughter Korianne, l/tary Ann,
Kristen, Torunn (Kristen's son), ierdoAardolen, Karin,
Fred, Kristian, (Kristen's son), Jordqn, Lindsey

Gttld Kori Aqrdalen Midtsund. Kari Esfer Aordnlan Ktennp

Heddal stqve church



ot Seljord church with Arnold Acrdslen
Lindsey. f{cry Ann, Arnold, 6erda, Kari

ru-N-

lidsommer afternoon was st the farm horne of Salvi, Audun snd son.
lo Sindre. on Heddcl Lake, irlotodden, [cst Telemark. 'AAiddaggen'

as delicious alk, scalloped potdtoes, vegetables, salad" First dessert
ss cloudbenries r*ith whipped cream. $econd dessert $es bldkske
'raditisnsl nnoist, filled frlorwegian layer ccke), served outdoors.
slvi is descended from GunnhiNd, snd is lst cousin to Heine & Brade.



the new opero house in Oslo
ct 9pm on lfiidsommer night

heading home



Norway, wlth $valbard

NORWAYFACTS

Population of the counfry: 5 million
Population of Oslo: 580,000. Z1Yoare immigrants
Population of Bergen: 250,000

Most popular rurmes given to babies:
Girls: Linnea, Emma Saxq Thea
Boys: Lukas, Mathias, I!ilarkus, Emil

Populiation of Telemark county: 170,000
Longest & deepest {ord: Sognefiord
Largest glacier: Iosfiedalsbreen

Rqnal House: King l{arald V, Queen Sonja
Croum Prince HAkoq Croum Princess Mette-Marit,
Prime$s Ingrid Alexandra, Prince Sverre Magnus



STAVB CHURCHE.S IN NORWAY

Traveling Norwegi4ns must from early times have seen both wooden and stone drurches abnoa4 which

were of various sizes ancl constnrctions. Chaftsmen, urho accompanied long qrpeditions to maintain the

boats and to erect storage buildings and houses at their destinatims, may have worked on local

constlrcdon teams and learned foreign practices. Feattues of foreip building practice may therefore

have been current amund Norway long before the attempt to conrcrt the country to Clristianity.

During the Christianization period in Norway, wooden churclres and cbapels were buill Tlaces have

been found of over 3o of wlrat are presumed to hare been churches or chapels with a comer post

structure. From the end of the 116 century, stone churches were also built, and more than 15o stone

churches out of perhaps 3oo in total have ben preserrred- But in Norrvay more churches were built of

wood than of stone. Out of perhaps over a thousand originally, z8 starrc churches have been preserved.

It is notknownfromhowmanyaltenrathrc designs thebuilderswere ableto choose, whenbuilding the

early Norwegian wooden churches. The type that has so far been uncove.red by archaeological o<cavation
consists of buildings with posts dug into the earth. Posts are the vertical, roof-bearing timbers that were
placed in excavatedpostholes. Starrcs arethevertical load-bearingtimb€rs inthebuilding. Theframe of
a stave church wall consists ofa sill, staves and a top si[ and these bane grooves to receive the wall
planks. Manyhad no windows, relying instead on a small circular opening, placed high on the wa[ for
light and ventilation. As far as vie know, the vmoden drurches of Norway from medieval ''mes are a
complicated mixture of different European and Middle Eastern traditions, together with the olderlocal

building practices of Norway.

In general therewas a ctrurclryard amrmdtheparish church, of a zuitable sizeforthe requirernents of
the congregation. New churches may often have been located at the same place as the older churdt
buildings, as this minimized the distwbance to earlier graves If the churchyad was also new, it was
ideally blessed at the same time as the consecration of the drurdl The bishop's consecration of the
building and blessing of the zurmuoding area must hale been seen as mating a sanctuary, in principle

confi:med and guaranteed by the king.
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