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A HERITAGE SCRADROOK
of my irip to
DALSLAND, SWEDEN

trip to Dalsland, Sweden
by Fred, Mary Ann, Lindsey, Jordan
August 2003

Dalstand is said to be a Sweden in miniature. It is covered with more lakes than any other Swedish
province. One of the most beautiful waterways in Europe, the Dalsland Canal connects a labyrinth
of large and small lakes and rivers, and idyllic, meandering canals. Only ten kilometres of the canal
is man-made; the rest is a 240-kilometre navigable system of lakes. One of the highlights of the
canal is at Haverud - completed in 1868, a combination of a roadway bridge, a railway bridge and
an aqueduct.

Anather popular way to experience the magnificent countryside of Dalsland is on a railway
inspection trolley. You travel on disused railway lines straight into the wilderness, where you can
spot elk, deer and various birds. Other popular outdoor activities include guided beaver and elk
safaris where you can also see predators like lynx and wolf. In Tresticklan National Park in
northwestern Dalsland, by the Norwegian border, visitors can hike through large tracts of virgin
forest, thin, barren pine forest and rift valley landscapes.

Dalsland was the province where more than half of the population left to find a new life in
America. The area was very poor and many people could not find a way to make a living on the
small farms. Only one of the children in a family could inherit the land and the others had to find
ways to make a living on their own. Many left for Norway to work and save maney for a ticket to
the promised land.

Dalsland of today is a beautiful area with many lakes, deep forests, green meadows and with
another pace of time, more peaceful than that of big cities. Enjoy! www.dalsland.com



DALSIAND

Dalslands djur

Dalslands bus

Dalslands blomma — forgit migej

Dalslands drikt frin Bolstad
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Sweden was still using
Kronor in 2003, but
tikely to change to
eurg in the near future,

8 kroner=%1 or 1 krona=13¢
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Area

Population

Density of population
Capital

Highest mountain
Longest river

Largest lake
Language

Religion

Mational day
Nationality sign
Main exports

Main imports

-ACTS ABOUT SWEDEN

449,964 km? (173,731 sq.miles)
8,360,000 (655,000 immigrants)
20 inh./km* (53 inh./sq.mile)
Stockholm

Kebnekaise, 2,114 metres (6,900 feet)
Dalilven, 520 km (325 miles)
Vénern, 5,585 km® (3,470 sq.miles)
Swedish (Sami and Finnish-speaking minerities)
92% of the population belongs to the Church of Sweden,
which is Lutheran A
6th June

Wood, wood pulp, paper, cars, machinery,
chemical products, iron, steel
Qil, cars, machinery, clothes




Erikstads kyrkoruin 1200
ruing of Erikstad Church

stad — place or fown

| ERIKSTAD CHURCH RUINS. Erikstad's old church, known as
' the middle church today, is 300 meters west of the new church.
The old church is believed to have been built in 1686, There
certainly was a church on this site earlier, perhaps dating from the
1200's. The bapiismal font, small bell and chalice, which are in the
new church today, testify to that. Outside the church ruins is one
of the typical Dafboskitten [the Dalbo Plain - of southern Dalstand]
grave crosses of iron in a so-called hour glass form. i

# The church was so small that people had to stand in both the
| weapon house [a vestibule at the entry to the church] and outside
1 ‘% when there was a worship service. The church was of large

granite blocks, length 3134 ain and width 14 al equivalent to
o approximately 18.8 m. x 8.6 m. A new porch was built in 1781
22 which was 10 akrar; about 5.94 m. in each direction. On top of the
% porch was built a wooden tower, octagonal with a pointed spire
9 9.5 anar high, about 5.6 m. The spire's tip was made of iron and
. crowned with a rooster with the year 1787. The sacristy was built

o
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It was when the old church began to be too small that the
thoughts of a new church were formulated. The last service was |
held November 20, 1881, and the new church was consecrated
November 27, 1881. Just one year after the new church was put |
inta use, the old church was dismantled. Since then the stone
walls have stood and crumbled into pieces. The church ruins have
been repaired several times.

All that could not be of use in the new church was sold at auction
in 1882. They preserved, among other things, a number of
paintings, a dove, the smail bell, the chalice and the baptismal
font, even the church rooster but it was stolen around 1980. The
painted ceiling was used first in an outbuilding at a school befare
it was put to good use. An oak door was used as a bridge post
and the pulpit became a calf pen in a barn. fransiated by Fred and
Mary Ann 2011

Srening.
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folkwear representing

Mellernd
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um houses genealogy records, as well

as dioramas and displays depicting life in the old days

i
bacon,
|

hearty :§€vedish lunch of beans,

ashed potatoes, gravy




Holms Kyrka

Bolm - islet

HOLM CHURCH
The church was built during the 1200's. An older small
| bell and baptismal font are from the same period. A
. Madonna image is from the 1400's. An altar painting
from 1727 is in two panels: the lower, Jesus on the
| cross flanked by Moses and Aaron; the upper panel,
- Jesus of Gethsemane. And higher up is Mary with the
Child and an angel with a cross and chalice. The pulpit
was created by Isac Schulstrém in 1742, Ceiling
paintings from 1740 were created by Hans Georg
Schiiffner, who also painted the puipit. A chasuble

Our grandfather, Karl (Charles) Peterson,
born February 1, 1876, at Fagerlid, would

have been baptized at Holms Kyrka. [mass garment] is from 1767, and a paté [communion

‘ piate] is from the 1600's. The current organ dates
His parents, Peter Olsson and Stina Lisa from 1938. The previous one from 1855 is in the
Eriksdetter, were married at Holms Kyrka parish hall which is located in Mellerud municipality.

transiated by Fred and Mary Ann 2011 from the bloc of Liv
& Hélsa Gmborg

on September 10,

1858.




relaxing at Lake Vinern (the largest lake in Europe)
after a long afternoon spent visiting churches

wnneli Andersson (Mellerud), Fred Peterson, Mary Ann Peterson Field,
enathan Andersson, Jordan Field, Lindsey Peterson (left to right)
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Fagerlid ]@g}&

Anmeli’s five year old son, Jonathan -
{proencunced yoon-a-tahn), pursued
Lindsey and Jordan relentlessly.

The family homestead, Markustorp
Fagerlid, is now part of Mellerud.
' Fagerlid School (Fagerlidsskolan),
some houses and a bus stop occupy
the site. “fagerlid” means “fair field”




Annelie Andersson, son, Jonathan, boyfriend, Roger;
Mary Ann; Lindsey; Fred; Jordan (kneeling)

overnight with Anneli Andersson, our genealogy contact in Mellerud,
at her farmhouse on the Brunshult hemestead




The aguaduct at Haverud allows beats to bypass the waterfall through
series of locks.,

Dalslands Kanal {The Dalsland Canal) connects Lake Viinern to
Norway by means of a series of short canals which connect many long,
narrow lakes.




The canal was completed in 1868 for the purpese of transporting goods
from the iron works and sawmills in western Sweden and eastern
Norway to Lake Vinern.




GESTADS KYRKA
(Gestad Church)

This font, dating from
the 1200s, would have
been used for the bap-
tism of our great grand-
father, Peter Olssen, in
1876, as well as for the
baptisms of his parents,
his grandparents, efc.

EC E STADS KVRI(A 3

MURANGEN

Vid Lovas ca 2 km séder om Gestads w:\‘nm:h Kyeka fmns fornmim-

nesomradel Muringen med drye
ders Lignell 1850 och vrundhvt v
(G A Hellman) 1965, 'J'n[knmgcu ay
osbker. och det viir genom en serie pro
1990 som en del av “mysteriot Muringe

Den tydligaste ruinen visade sig vara grong
ka av den typ som upplorde
1100-talet. Den kan utan tvekan 5
okind anledning vergavs den lore 1251
gelhygada Gustads “ganla kveka™ vid in,
rande, som Invigdes pa nyarsdigen 1800

Stenkyrkan pa Murdngen delades av och
nya bygonadsmaterialel teael - Ranske 1y

gelantigeningar) phralfades en stor ming,
en rn’y'ckm ovanlig foreteelse | medeltiden.

pa M el

kyrka, kanske for en funkiion i stilicts mum

vha av An-
antikvarieiimbetet
varit myeket
der aren- 1986, -

den iy en romansk stenkyr-

5 forsta stenkyrka. Av
ertraddes av den -
[oregangaren (11 den nuva-

fick kordelen inkladd: i det
Fall bli en stormansedinds-

I lamningen av Murangenkyrkans Kordel (cn av Sveriges tidigare te-

d Tragment med m,lmuf,ur
De kan ha ingait i Korets

vaggmmxycl\nmg elier kan ha vant honstatirliga oviningsobjekt vtan
- prakiisk anva'ndmng Tillsvidare har i inga kinda motsvarigheter,

andra lamni storre. hus
fydilgm }émnm,g:n ay en lofibygenad om 19 »20 m, {1 metl
dmater; och. 1

ialet hor hemma i

~ 1200-tal,

kmha tillkommit ungeir Hlr enkyr

MURANGEN TRANSLATION
This is the oidest church in Gestad,
Tt dates from the 12005 {7). The are
which consisted of a group of farms
is called Murdngen, meaning pile o
rocks or rock foundation (mur) and
cultivated field (inge}. During exca
tions from 1986 to 1990, the “myste
of Mariinger"” was solved. It was di
covered that there were about 20
homesteads in this aren. Before tha
there was 2 Roman Catholic stone
<hurch of the type found in western
Swedish parishes around the 1108s,

The church is constructed with ston
The stone was plastered over during
the Lutheran reformation in the 16
In the fate 1700s the church wos
lengthened with the addition of the
choir. The building material consist
of tile bricks, The additicn was con
crated in 1800,

Stones fragments with inscrip-
tiuns from the Middle Ages

were excavated. This was
considerad a rare find.

Their purpose is being investigated.
Theories include wall decorations a
art training, The fragments are dis-
played at the back of the church.

The excavation uncovered the remal
of the foundation of a 18 by 20 mete
(32.5 x 65 feet}, two-story wood buil
with clay floors. The building mater
date from the 13C. This “stormansk
(sp?) would have been a “king of the
sort of place. The site may have bee



Skilleruds Kyrka (Skillerud Church), was

the burial place of our great grandmother,

Stina Lisa (Eriksdotter) Olsson, whe died

April 16, 1898. It was also the baptismal site

of her paternal grandmother, Stina (Olofsdotter) .
Larsson, who was born November 12, 1822, S GENERAL TRANSLATION

) SMIDDA (gravvirder) )
4 number of venwork grave protectors {gravvirder)
= y . . 4 a fomnd in thy reyard. W i

Gravesites that were not maintained by the family 1700 and 1500s. ity of monamment mo ko o

& 5 Sweden from the 1600s and in Norway from the 1500s.
V-Vere forfeited and re.useii after 100 years. Itis Sometimes there were engnxve:lg:tﬁﬂe:‘;ﬁ:hﬁs t‘ml:fnr
likely that no one maintained her Stina Lisa’s grave a;::; e Dt;sytmhuimchfmmss" e ning
2 i 5 ring, heart, or the tree of life for paradise. Leaves hanging
after Peter died. All of their descendents had died from the tre moukd move i th wind (s the cxampleln

or emigrated to America, 2

rud — clearing in the forest

SMIDDA GRAVVARDAR

P43 Skalleruds kyrkogard finns eft antal smidda
gravvardar av jar. De &rfran 1700- och 1800-
talen och hade tidigare sin plats pa olika gravar.
En period forvarades de pa kyrkvinden. Dér- °
ifran togs de ner 1924 och fick sin nuvarande
plats vid dsira kyrkogardsmuren,

Smidda gravvardar &r k&nda i Sverigs | borjan
av 1800-talet och i Norge i slutet av 1500-talet,
De smidda gravvardarna i Skallerud hor troligen
thop med smedarna och jérnbruket | Upperud.
Gravvardarna hade varierande formbl.a. kors,
triangel, kiocka, ring och hjarta. Ibland fanns
smedens verklyg avbildade pa varden.

Nagra gravvardar har formen av elt trad med
lov som ror sig for vinden och kan da tolkas
som livets trad och en paradissymbol.

Litteratur: Chiistian Jumseud. Sedda graviors, en siudie | follsg form-
Bikdaing, 1862

“Och hen visade mig ok flod med livets vatten,
kiar som keistall, sontrarn frén Guds och
Laksmets tron. P4 stranday: stod five . {rad som
bérfri it varje manad oc trddster.od “rléke-
medelfur Tolken.. 1t Marhnbarolssbokbt 22)




of Lake Vinpern, north of Mellerud.
This church is very ornate and interesting,
It is featured on a. website about Sweden at
www.svearike.com/landskap/dalsland.htm”.

SKALLERUD'S CHURCH
% Near the shore of Lake Néren lies Skallerud's red wooden
§ church with rich carved Baroque decorations.

in conjunction with a reconstruction in 1676-79, the church nave
was widened. This was paid for by the local mifl owner Paul
Rokes. The steeple on the west was added in 1746

In 1683 the church was decorated with painiings by Erk
Eriksson Grijs depicting the Apostles and Evangelists at the Last
Judgment, along with the altar piece of Jesus being taken down
from the cross. The carved figures on the allar piece and pulpit
were made in 1760 by Isac Schullstrdm and depict the crucified
one with a modemn Mary, and the disciple John, and also Moses
with the tablets, and Aaron with a breast plate and incense
i burner. The Apostles with their weapons as a symbol are seen
looking down on the visitor from the pulpit. Over the pulpit are
music-playing angels and the Lamb with the sailing banner as a
symbol of the Resurrection. Among all the saints are also the
donors' coats-of-arms and nameplates,

The bapiismal font from the 1200’s made of soapstone is the
j Church's oldest object. Even Skéllerud church was in
the mid-1800's the interior was painted white and the
carved figures black, but in 1924 they were restored as new to
the ariginal colors.




ANIMSKOG CHURCH. On the eastern shore of
lake Animmen facing Henriksholms, a now
modernized manor house, is Animskogs, a church
aver 700 years old, nestled in luxuriant greenery
of balsam poplar, maple and linden.

The church's oldest section had a square-shaped
floor and was built during the first half of the 13th
century by an unknown master buiider. The walls
are a meter thick and consist of an outer and an
inner wall of granite. Between these walls is a
filiing of rubble and wall debris which was mixed
with remains of human bones from an earlier
graveyard, probably of pagan origin.

The baptismal font is made of sandstone and
fitted with tap holes, which date it from the
beginning of the 13th century or earlier. In the
gallery hall there is a burned oak chest from the
11th century. The form indicates a pagan origin.
It was found in excavations in the vicinity of the
north wall in 1929.

transiated by Fred and Mary Ann 2011 from book
by Gunnar Hedén 1976.

Kyrkan, vars aldsta delar tro-
ligen uyppférdes' vid slutet av T‘Z?G-
talet, ombyggdes pa 1600-_?ale_f_ fran
wvilken tid -3en bevarar sin karaktdarn

Dess vackra, pietetsfullt restau-
rerade interior pryds av det prakh
fulll malade *.20liet fran (739, u -
fort av' Hans 4§ Schufinen Dols
mest kande 5lare. Vidare firns
malningar av o 1o pa ldktarbarric en

Altarup en i barockstil, skink
tes 1729 av Erik Ménsson Ulfsparre pa
Henriksholms sateri och predikstolen ar
samtida med denna. Depfunten stammar
fran 1200-talet och kyrhan smyckas i
bvrigt av eft par vapenskoldar

Pa kyrkogérden aferfinnes dalslands-.
malaren Otto l-‘glessel'bom's grav. e

htip://ifredpeterson.com/sweden/Kyrka-# nimskogHistory.him

Animskegs Kyrka (Animskog Church)
north of Mellerud

ANIMSKOGS KVREA,
GENERAL TRANSLATION ! :
The oldest part of the church was buflt. =
¢ nearthe ead of the1200s. It was vebuilt |
in the 16085 in the same character. The |
beautiful ceiling was painted in 1739
¢ by Dal's best-knowm charch painter.,
Hans Schiiffier,

8 The baroque altar was decorated in
1728 by Tivil: Ulfsparre. The palpit was
decorated in the same period..... vapens-
Lildar cont of avrs,

The grave of Otto Hesselboms is in the
chareh gavden,

skog - forest, woods




Animskog Church with separate bell tower was the baptismal site
of our great grandmother, Stina Lisa Eriksdotter,

It was also the site of baptisms, marriages and burials
of several generations of the ancestors of Stina Lisa.




Gunrud, the curator of
the vicar’s house,
welcomed us with warm,
Swedish hospitality,
including a table spread
with buns, biscuits,
cheese, candy, tea, coffee.

Gunrud made some

phone calls and discovered
that she grew up next door te
and played with our half-
cousins, once removed

{the daughters of Karl’s
half-sister, Kristina) on the
farm in Sédra Hagen..

o o e

e lived his last seven years with his daughter, Krisfina, and her
husband, Anders Jonasson. We do not know if he was buried in a grave
that was not maintained, or buried in the Jonasson family grave.

Bolstads Kyrka (Bolstad Church), is the
probable burial site of our great grand-
! father, Peter Olsson, who died July 1, 1907.

Kristina's family grave
bearing her hushband’s name—
They lived in South Hagen.

-BOLSTAD CHURCH The church was buﬁt about 1175 In
1759, 1t was converted into a cruciform [cross] style church.
‘The steepie s oldest parts date from the middle ages. In
1400, Bolstad church was calfed Saint Lawrence church,
The church bells are legendary. The church organ was %:ullt
in 1855. The altarpieca was painted in 1675 by church
painter Etic Giijs, Gothenburg, depicting the Resurrection
and the Eucharist. The baptismal font dates from the
11005, the bowl from the 1200s, made of sandstone and
soapstone. Lily stones from the 126{3'5 represent the tree of
' life. transfated by Fred and Mary Ann 2011 g:w the blog gr
L& HElss Gunborg.: :
hitp: //Jfredpeeesan cam/sweden/i(yrkaf—salstadﬁ:stvfym

Note from cm;plier The lsuestenar (il - stvna) are two
ich are carved a lily motit meant f

vicar’s

" N walls of the bell tower at the west end of the church, They |
house— Ander‘s e ' | were placed there during the restoration of 1933-34. Th
powa g S5 Hagen " sandstone comes fron the Kinnekulle rock formation found
miuseii ; _ ; Familjgrav " : on the eastern shores of Lake . These carvings are
: W found in other churches i the. Kmneka!fe
Dalstand are unique to Eafszy




Typical houses in Dalsland. The dark red with white corners is the most
commeon, followed by yellow. Houses were left unpainted until about
100 years ago. Then then were painted white. Coelors are more modern.




